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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 

and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 

by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 

submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 

with Mr. Parisi on 9/20/10. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A sample collection device for assay comprising: 
a handle portion having a first end and a second end; 
a collector portion having a first end and a second end, 

the collector portion first end detachably coupled to the handle portion 
second end and 

the collector portion second end having 

a base being movable relative to the handle portion second end 
when the collector portion first end is coupled to the handle portion second end; 

a plunger arm coupled to the base and including a first diameter 
portion and a second diameter portion, the first diameter portion being smaller than the 
second diameter portion; and 

an expandable sponge coaxiallv disposed on the first diameter 
portion and on the second diameter portion of the plunger arm between an end wall of 
the collector portion and the base resulting in an extended collection size of the sponge; 
and 

wherein the plunger arm is moved relative to the handle portion second end such 
that the second diameter portion of the plunger arm engages a flange reconfiguring the 
sponge to a smaller sample retaining size and discharging a first portion of the sample 
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for assay and retaining a second portion of the sample in the sponge for subsequent 
assay. 


2.-3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 1 , 
wherein the sponge is made from a fluid absorbing material and the sample is 
discharged from the sponge by compressing the sponge between the base and the 
handle portion second end. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 1 , 
wherein the collector portion includes an elongate member and a locking portion that 
includes a raised portion formed on the elongate member, and the handle portion 
second end includes a wall sized to engage with the raised portion of the elongate 
member when the collector portion is moved from one of the extended size to the 
sample retaining size. 

7. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 1 , 
wherein the handle portion includes a housing defining an opening for slidably receiving 
the collector portion so as to permit the collector portion to be selectively configurable 
between the extended size and the sample retaining size. 

8. -11. (Canceled) 

12. (Previously Presented) The sample collector device for assay of claim 
1 , wherein the sponge has a first length when the sponge has the sample retaining size, 
the sponge has a second length when the sponge has the extended collection size, and 
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the collector portion has an extended length when the sponge is disposed on the 
plunger arm between the end wall of the collector portion and the base; and 

wherein a sufficient sample is collected for assay when the sponge extended 
collection size is substantially equal to the collector portion extended length. 

1 3. (Previously Presented) The sample collector device for assay of claim 
1 , wherein the sponge size is reduced from the extended collection size to the sample 
retaining size when the collector portion is configured from an extended size to a 
sample retaining size. 

14. (Previously Presented) A test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 1 , the test device being adapted to connect with the 
sample collection device and including a tester to assay for analytes in the sample, the 
test device including: 

an opening sized to receive the handle portion; and 

a discharge surface adapted to engage with the collector portion, wherein the 
sponge extended collection size is substantially equal to the collector portion extended 
collection size before engaging the collector portion with the discharge surface, and the 
sample collection device is in fluid communication with the tester and the collector 
portion is configured in the sample retaining size when the collector portion is engaged 
with the discharge surface. 

15. (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 14, wherein the handle portion second end includes 
an engagement surface and the test device includes a mating surface adapted to 
engage with the engagement surface, wherein the handle portion is fixed to the test 
device when the engagement surface engages with the mating surface. 

16. (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 15, wherein the mating surface engages with the 
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engagement surface by elastic deformation of at least one of the mating surface and the 
engagement surface. 

17. (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 15, wherein the handle portion is fixed to the test 
device by a friction fit between the engagement and mating surfaces. 

18. (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 15, wherein the sponge extended collection size is 
substantially equal to the collector portion extended collection size when the mating 
surface engages with the engagement surface. 

19. (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 1 5, wherein the handle portion includes a second 
engagement surface and the test device includes a second mating surface adapted to 
engage with the second engagement surface, wherein when the second engagement 
surface is in contact with the second mating surface, the discharge surface engages 
with the collector portion. 

20. (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 14, wherein the tester is a lateral flowstrip in fluid 
communication with the sponge when the handle portion is fixed to the test device and 
the collector portion is in the sample retaining size. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 14, wherein the test device further includes an 
ampoule containing fluid and the ampoule is violated when the collector portion is 
configured to the sample retaining size. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 14, wherein the handle portion first end comprises a 
grip and the first end is removable from the second end. 

23. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 
1 , wherein the second portion of sample corresponds to an assay sample that is 
substantially contained in the sponge, the assay sample being transferable from the 
sponge to a test device for assay of the assay sample. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously Presented) The test device in combination with the sample 
collection device for assay of claim 14, wherein the sponge has the sample retaining 
size when the sample collector is in fluid communication with the tester. 

26. -45. (Canceled) 

46. (Currently Amended) A sample collection device for assay comprising: 
a handle portion having a first end and a second end; 
a collector portion having a first end and a second end, 

the collector portion first end being coupled to the handle portion second 

end and 

the collector portion second end being movable relative to the handle 
portion second end when the collector portion first end is coupled to the handle portion 
second end, the collector portion having at least an extended size and a sample 
retaining size, the sample retaining size being smaller than the extended size, the sizes 
being defined by a configurable distance between the collector portion second end and 
the handle portion second end; 
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the collector portion second end also including a plunger arm coupled to 
the collector portion and including a first diameter portion and a second diameter 
portion, the first diameter portion being smaller than the second diameter portion; and 

a locking portion disposed on the collector portion, the locking portion 
being spaced from the handle portion second end when the collector portion is 
configured in the extended size and the locking portion being engaged with the handle 
portion second end when the collector portion is configured in the sample retaining size, 
and 

a sponge coaxially disposed on the first diameter portion and the second 
diameter portion of the plunger arm between the locking portion and the collector 
portion second end resulting in an extended collection size of the sponge when the 
sponge holds a first amount of sample; 

wherein the plunger arm is moved relative to the handle portion second end such 
that the second diameter portion of the plunger arm engages the locking portion 
reconfiguring the sponge to a smaller sample retaining size and discharging a first 
portion of the sample for assay and retaining a second portion of sample in the sponge 
for subsequent assay. 

47. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 

46, wherein the locking portion is formed on the collector portion. 

48. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 

47, wherein the locking portion is received within the handle portion when the collector 
portion is configured from the extended size to the sample retaining size. 

49. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 46, 
wherein the collector portion further includes: 

a first diameter portion having a first length and a first width dimension wherein 
the first length substantially corresponds to the sample retaining size of the sponge, and 


Application/Control Number: 09/997,023 Page 9 

Art Unit: 1797 

a second diameter portion having a second length and a second width 
dimension, wherein the total length of the first length and the second length 
substantially corresponds to the extended collection size of the sponge. 

50. (Canceled) 

51 . (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 
46, wherein when the collection portion has the extended size and is configured from 
the extended size to the sample retaining size, the sponge is configured from the 
extended collection size to the sample retaining size and a sample sufficient for a first 
assay is expressed from the sponge. 

52. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 46, 
wherein the sponge is made from a fluid absorbing material and the collector portion 
expresses fluid sufficient for assay of sample from the sponge when the collector 
portion is configured from the extended size to the sample retaining size. 

53. -72. (Canceled) 

73. (Currently Amended) A sample collection device for assay comprising: 

a handle portion having a first end and a second end; 

a collector portion having a first end operably connected to a second end, 

the collector portion first end being coupled to the handle portion second 

end and 

the collector portion second end having 

a base being movable relative to the handle portion second end 
when the collector portion first end is coupled to the handle portion second end; 

the collector portion second end also including a plunger arm 
coupled to the collector portion and including a first diameter portion and a second 
diameter portion; and 
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a sponge coaxially disposed on the first diameter portion and on the second 
diameter portion of the plunger arm between the handle portion second end and the 
base resulting in an extended collection size of the sponge; and; 

wherein the base is moved relative to the handle portion second end such that 
the second diameter portion of the plunger arm engages a flange reconfiguring the 
sponge to a smaller sample retaining size and discharging a first portion of the sample 
for assay and retaining a second portion of the sample in the sponge for subsequent 
assay. 

74. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 
73, wherein the second portion of sample includes at least a first assay sample and a 
second assay sample. 

75. (Previously Presented) The sample collection device for assay of claim 
73, wherein the sponge is made from a fluid absorbing material and the sample is 
discharged from the sponge by compressing the sponge between the base and the 
handle portion second end. 

76. (Canceled) 

77. (Currently Amended) A sample collection device for assay comprising: 
a handle portion having a first end and a second end; 

a collector portion coupled to the handle portion second end and selectively 
configurable between at least an extended size and a sample retaining size; 

the collector portion also including a movable base positioned at a first length 
from the handle portion second end when the collector portion is in the extended size 
and positioned at a second length from the handle portion second end when the 
collector portion is in the sample retaining size, 

the collector portion also including a plunger arm coupled to the base and 
including a first diameter portion and a second diameter portion; and 
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an expandable sponge coaxially disposed on the first diameter portion and on the 
second diameter portion of the plunger arm between the collector portion and the 
handle portion second end and having a dry size, a sample retaining size when the 
sponge holds a first amount of the sample and a extended size when the sponge holds 
a second amount of the sample, the sample retaining size being smaller than the 
extended size and the first amount of sample being sufficient for assay; 

wherein a sufficient sample is collected for assay when the sponge extended size 
is substantially equal to the collector portion extended size, 

wherein the plunger arm is an elongate member having a proximal end adjacent 
the handle portion second end and the base formed at a distal end, wherein the base is 
a perforated disc, 

wherein the sponge is made from a fluid absorbing material that is movable along 
the elongate member to place the sponge in the extended collection size and 

wherein the plunger arm has a first diameter portion having a first length and a 
first width dimension wherein the first length substantially corresponds to the sample 
retaining size of the sponge, a second diameter portion proximal from the handle portion 
second end relative to the first diameter portion and having a second length and a 
second width dimension that is smaller than the first width dimension, wherein the total 
length of the first length and the second length substantially corresponds to the 
extended collection size of the sponge, and wherein the handle portion second end 
defines an opening sized for slidably receiving the plunger arm, such that as the plunger 
arm slides within the opening, the opening impedes the movement of the first length of 
the plunger arm, thus defining the sample retaining size. 

78. (Canceled) 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In addition to 
the remarks of record, the cited prior art fails to teach or suggest the claimed collector 
portion with a base or second end that is movable relative to the handle portion and a 
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plunger arm coupled to the base or second end including a first diameter portion and a 
second diameter portion and an expandable sponge coaxially disposed on the first and 
second diameter portions. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LYLE A. ALEXANDER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1254. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday though Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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